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Welcome the  
rebirth of the 
Neighborhood Church!   

Did you know that 
Tabernacle Baptist Church 
has been in ministry at 
the corner of Grove and 
Meadow for over one 
hundred and twenty-four 
years?  Did you know that 
at one time, Tabernacle 
had the largest Sunday 
school on the eastern 
seaboard?  Tabernacle has 
a wonderful, young pastor, 
Rev. Sterling Severns, 
and a welcoming congregation. Denominational and local 
ecumenical leaders have described us as a re-emerging 
downtown church brimming with creative energy and a 
heart for those in need. 

We are a Christ-centered, progressive, ministry oriented 
congregation with a diverse membership. Our long standing 
members have welcomed dozens of new young adults, 
families with children, and recent retirees in this last chapter 
of our existence. All of us stand on the shoulders on those 
that made a deliberate decision in the 1970s to remain in 
the Fan when other churches were fleeing to the suburbs. If 
you have roots in the Catholic or Episcopal churches, you 
may be delighted to find that we celebrate the key dates in 
the Liturgical Calendar and creatively follow the Revised 
Common Lectionary.   

You expect a Baptist Church to have a wonderful music 
program, a powerful organ, and a gifted Music Director, 

and Tabernacle’s Judy 
Fiske will not disappoint 
you.  Nor should you be 
amazed by our food and 
fellowship on Wednesday 
evenings; that is part of 
being Baptist.  You may 
also be ready for a church 
that is responsible for 
its own affairs; we are 
a self-governing church 
with no other hierarchy.  
Approximately fifty 
congregants have come 
to our church to escape 
persecution in Myanmar 

(Burma). We have ordained dozens of women and men now 
serving in Hungary, East Asia, and in ministerial positions 
in churches and non-profits all over the United States.  The 
congregation, in partnership with the Central Virginia Food 
Bank, provided 3,246 bags of groceries weighing a total 
of  63,000 pounds (almost 32 tons) in 2010 alone. The 
recipients of this ministry represent seven hundred and 
fifty families, the majority living in 23220 and 23221.  The 
Tabernacle Child Care Center (TCCC) has a 25-year history 
and a city-wide reputation for providing excellent child care 
in the Fan. We like to think of ourselves as “the little church 
that can!”

Our vision for the future is full of potential and our vision 
for the future includes you. Visit our Facebook Fan Page or 
our website at www.tbcrichmond.org. We are located at 
1925 Grove Avenue. Join us on Sunday for worship at 11:00 
a.m and meet God in unexpected ways.

Advertiser Profile 
Look for a new article each issue on one of our FanFare advertisers. The advertisers profiled have made significant  

commitments to advertise in FanFare in support of the FDA. Thank you all!

Getting to Know…
Tabernacle Baptist Church
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 When Was Your Home Built?  
The Interesting Steps Taken 

in Researching  
Your House Plaque

For the past five years, Kay 
Zambrana, the “Plaque Historian” for 
the Fan district, has been quietly and 

methodically examining the histories of many of our homes, 
with us never knowing the many steps taken in order to find 
the “correct” date our home was built. Here then, is a brief 
explanation of what goes into finding the date.

Using Kay’s home as the example, Kay first draws upon 
the histories of Fan homes in Drew Carneal’s book “Rich-
mond’s Fan District”. Mr. Carneal’s outstanding research 
began many years ago and is known for incredible accuracy, 
more valuable than any City tax records, which sometimes 
speak only to a generalized year or rough estimate.  Many of 
our homes may be found in his book, and it is a great source 
of history about homes that are no longer in the Fan as well.

Unfortunately, Kay’s home was not found in his book, 
so she then went to her second source, the Department of 
Historic Resources in downtown Richmond. Here she found 
that her home was of a Colonial Revival design, which 
meant the home was built between 1900 and 1930. The 
date on the Historic District Survey, also found at the DHR, 
says that her home was built around 1910. But, not one to 
take their word for it, Kay advances one more step in her 
research and then examines the City Directories located 
at the Virginia Historical Society on the Boulevard. The 
information  contained therein, gives address information for 
just about every home in the Fan except those built in 1872, 
1878, and 1881, and in  this directory  she first learns that 
the name of her street (Allen) was originally called Walnut 
Street, and that the name was changed in 1906. So, from 
there we look for her address on Walnut street as well as 
Allen, since that date fell in sometime during the beginning 
of the construction of her home.  And Voila! The City 
Directory has the address of her home, on Walnut Street, 
being built in 1904. The start of construction began in 1903, 
so the date on her house plaque now shows “1903” as the 
date it was built.

So, much research goes into the issuance of our historic 
plaques for the Fan. A City tax record may give a ball park 
date, but to be sure, the three sources listed above, would 
provide a much more accurate and timely date.

In need of a house plaques for your home? Please go to 
the Fan Woman’s Club website for an application!   
www.fanwomansclub.com.

Join The FDA Board — Help Improve The Fan
We need your ideas and enthusiasm!  The FDA Board 

has four open seats for the 2012-2013 year.  The new Direc-
tors will be elected at the annual meeting in May.  So the 
election process starts now.

What Does A Board Member Do?
• �You chair one of the FDA committees
• �You prepare for and attend monthly board meetings
• �You spend on average 3 hours/week on FDA matters
• � You serve a 3 year term and agree to serve as a board 

officer if elected during your term
• �You attend FDA events throughout the year

Considerations for Candidacy –
• �Current FDA member in good standing
• �Track record of volunteer work with the FDA or other 

neighborhood group
• �Passionate about and commitment to the Fan
• �Balance of geographic locations in the Fan
• �Variety of skills and backgrounds among board members

How Do I Apply?

Please submit the following information to the current 
FDA President by March 5th.

• �A letter of application addressing the requirements 
noted above, why you would like to serve on the Board, 
and what you would like to accomplish as a Board 
member.

• �A biography or resume setting out both your volunteer 
and work experience

• �A photograph for the next issue of Fanfare

Send your application to FDA President:

Betsy Coffield, c/o FDA Office, 208 N. Strawberry St., 
Richmond, VA  23220 OR fda-pres@fandistrict.org

What Happens Next?

Each candidate will meet with the President and one or 
more Board members to discuss mutual expectations for the 
position.  A final slate of candidates will be presented to the 
current Board at the March Board meeting.

Candidate profiles and photos will be published in the 
April/May issue of Fanfare so FDA members can review all 
profiles before the election at the annual meeting in May.
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FDA Board News
At the December FDA Board meeting, Roger Whitfield 

was unanimously elected as President-elect for 2012-2013. 
His term as President begins at the annual meeting on 
Wednesday, May 9th. The remaining officers will be elected 
by the new Board at the June 2012 Board meeting. 

Four new Board members will be elected on May 9th. 
The application procedure for Board candidates is described 
on the front page of this issue.  

Steven Semes to Speak at VCA
The FDA will be sponsoring a talk at the Virginia Center 

for Architecture on March 5th, from 5:30-7:30. Steven 
Semes, a noted author, architect and professor at the 
University of Notre Dame will be giving a talk entitled, 
“New Architecture in Historic Settings.”  There will be a 
reception and book signing immediately after his talk. 
Tickets are free, but space is limited so you must R.S.V.P.  

Please R.S.V.P., to Andy Liguori at aliguori@aiava.org, or 
call (804) 644-3041, extension 100.

#4The Fan Countdown
Reason #4 to live in the Fan – The restaurants!  Can 

there be higher concentration of neighborhood bars, cafes 
and eateries on the East Coast than those found in the Fan?   
I say not!   Whether your palette prefers: huevos from Kuba-
Kuba, a burger from the Commercial Tap Room, sushi from 
Sticky Rice, meatloaf from Buddy’s or duck ragu ravioli from 
Acacia, the Fan is the place to be.  Add in a dart board from 
Sullivans, a band at Bogarts, a pool table at Baja Bean or the 
large screen TV’s at HomeTeam Grill and you have a happy 
hour second to none.  For those in need of the quick meal, 
just bop into Arby’s, Pizza Hut, Panera’s, Quidoba, 5 Guys, 
Chipolte or IHOP.  Wanting some American cuisine? Try 3 
Monkeys, Bamboo Inn, Mulligans, City Dog, Belly Timber, 
Starlite, or you can go to the Republic for some Texan or 
slip down to Lady Nawlins for a taste of the deep south.   
For those seeking a romantic evening, they can cruise into 
Six Burner, Delux, Balliceaux, Rowlands, Avalon, Helen’s, 
Garnetts, Rowland or Bacchus.  In the mood for Pizza?  You 
won’t be disappointed sampling the pies at:  8 1/2, Pie, 
Extreme Pizza, Assantes, Pappa Johns and Picolla Italian.  
Interested in something different? Try Edo Squid, Athens 
Café, Cous-Cous, the Martini Kitchen and Bubble Bar, 
Panda Garden, Little Mexico, Alladin Express or Cameron’s 
Seafood.   Finally, if you’re looking for a friendly place, 
“where everyone knows your name,” then stroll into the 
Village Café, Metro Grill, Strawberry Street Café,  Joe’s Inn, 
Red Robin Inn, Curbside  or McCormicks Grill.  

Well the fat lady behind the bar is singing, “last call for 
alcohol,” so I must stop this rambling, shut down my laptop 
and head home.  Yes. I know I missed a few places and 
for that I shall pay dearly, but the moral of this story is; no 
matter what your stomach wants or your wallet can afford, 
in the Fan you will always find a friendly table, or bar stool, 
waiting for you.   

The comments and reviews above are solely the opinion 
of the unnamed author and in no way reflect the opinion of 
the FDA or it’s Board of Directors.

Correction/Addendum to  
“Thanks for the Memories”  

in the December/January issue:
Barbara Hartung served as President in 2009-10 and 

again as the FDA entered its 50th year in 2010-11.  During 
her terms, the FDA commenced its yearly Spring lectures 
on Fan architecture with the assistance of  VCU’s Dr. 
Charles Brownell.  In 2010-11, the FDA and neighboring 
organizations persuaded the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts to 
abandon its plans for an LED billboard on The Boulevard.
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Healing Wounds, Improving Lives 
Did you know that chronic wounds affect more than six 

million patients in the United States?  These wounds can 
be caused by issues like diabetic foot ulcers, burns, poor 
circulation, and radiation or chemotherapy.

As the first and most comprehensive center of its kind in 
Richmond, the internationally-recognized Wound Healing 
Center at Retreat Doctors’ Hospital, a campus of Henrico 
Doctors’ Hospital, is here to help these patients in the 
Central Virginia area.

Retreat Doctors’ Hospital 
treats more than 1,000 
new patients a year in their 
comprehensive, state-of-the-art 
wound healing facility.  With 
15 years of service under the 
direction of Joseph Boykin, Jr., 
MD and Mary Crossland, RN, 

CWCN, the team of physicians, surgeons, nurses and 
physical therapists collaborates with plastic surgeons, 
vascular surgeons and orthopedic surgeons to tailor care for 
each individual patient.  

The Wound Healing Center at Retreat Doctors’ 
Hospital offers services customized to meet the needs of its 
patients, including Hyperbaric Oxygen Therapy, ultrasonic 
debridement technology, and burn and ostomy care.  Our 
burn service has 24-hour physician coverage.

The Wound Healing Center at Retreat Doctors’ Hospital 
also offers clinical trials to patients suffering from wounds.  In 
the fall of 2011, HCA Virginia partnered with 3M Health Care 
to launch the Wound Healing Collaborative based here in 
Richmond out of the Wound Healing Center.  Together, HCA 
Virginia and 3M will develop new products and treatment 
protocols for patients suffering from problem wounds.

To find out more about the Wound Healing Center  
at Retreat Doctors’ Hospital, please visit  
www.henricodoctors.com. 

J.S. Bach Birthday Marathon 
The Richmond Chapter of the American Guild of Organists 

will sponsor a “J.S. Bach Birthday Marathon” on Sunday March 
18, 3-6 pm at Bethlehem Lutheran Church, 1100 W. Grace 
Street, Richmond. The event is free and open to the public.  
Free parking is available at St. James’s and St. John’s UCC 
parking lots. Performances of Bach’s Music will take place in 
25-minute segments on the hour and half hour.  The perfor-
mance will include organists Bruce Stevens, Grant Hellmers, 
Daniel Moriarty, Greg Vick, Rebecca Davy, Tom Marshall, and 
others. The program will also include the Virginia Girls Choir, 
singers, and instrumentalists - all based in the Richmond area. 
For further information, please contact Cheryl Van Ornam at 
ago_stoplist_cvo@yahoo.com or 804-814-6677.

Why be a Member of the  
Fan District Association?

Do you know what the FDA does for our neighborhood? 
Here is just a sampling of what the FDA does to promote and 
better our neighborhood:

• �Brings city code building violations to the attention of 
our city representatives for corrective action including 
participation in zoning variance, and Special Use Permit 
requests that come before the City’s Board of Zoning 
Appeals and City Council.

• �Issues financial grants for projects such as Grace Park 
Irrigation project, the Visual Arts Center of Richmond for 
Art After School, Scuffletown Park Irrigation Project and 
Strawberry Street Festival at Fox School

• �Provides ongoing evaluation of the parking in the 
fan district and making recommendations to provide 
adequate parking for all residents. 

• �Coordinates the alley clean up twice a year including 
contacting the city to reserve trucks and recruiting 
volunteers.  Additionally, attends court hearings on 
graffiti cases and maintaining resource files on graffiti-
related issues. 

• �Preserves the historic character of the Fan District by 
installing additional lighting intended to enhance the 
safety and aesthetic appeal of the neighborhood

• �Provides long term planning and enhancing the quality 
of parks, street trees, tree wells and medians in the Fan 
District. All parks have a local resident designated as 
a Park Steward that helps to organize park events and 
coordinate maintenance activities such as the spring and 
fall “Clean the Park” days.

• �Administers of the Adopt-a-Tree program, in which an 
FDA member can purchase a tree for a tree well for only 
$25, half of the regular price.

• �Sponsors and organizes of the free outdoor summer 
concerts held  at Meadow Park 

• �Provides information and programs related to area crime 
and crime prevention. Projects have included a picnic to 
kick off Neighborhood Night Out in August, starting and 
maintaining a crime/safety hot line, and management of 
the Party Patrol.

• �Serves as the liaison to the VCU Committee for 
Government and Community Affairs. This VCU 
committee meets quarterly and is comprised of 
representatives from the university, adjoining 
neighborhood and civic associations, and neighboring 
business. The purpose is to encourage dialogue and 
communication among the many groups of people who 
share working, living, and playing space in the Fan with 
the long-range goal of fostering better neighbor relations. 

It only costs $20.00 for an individual and $25.00 for a 
household to be a member of the FDA. The FDA is the voice 
of The Fan. The greater the membership, the greater the voice! 
Encourage your neighbors and friends to become a part of 
this great organization.
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Care For Your Trees!
With Richmond’s increasingly hot summers, we need 

shade more than ever. Sadly, the Fan’s streets are not 
uniformly shady. Few streets have a mature overarching 
canopy. The many sugar maples planted along the streets in 
former decades are not heat and drought tolerant, and are 
steadily dying off. This situation is being addressed by the 
Fan District Adopt-a-Tree Program. 

This year fifty trees have been adopted and are cur-
rently being planted throughout the neighborhood. Like any 
infant, these young saplings need special care in their first 
two or three years until they become firmly established. You 
don’t need to fertilize these young trees but you do need to 
WATER them. They will surely die of thirst if you don’t. The 
mortality rate for newly planted trees not receiving regular 
watering is 60% or more.  It costs considerable $$ to remove 
stumps, purchase new trees, and plant them. Water is cheap. 
So please take care of this investment in the neighborhood’s 
future climate control.

How and When to Water:  The young trees do not need 
watering while they are dormant. Just watch over them and 
make sure vandals don’t snap them in two (it does happen), 
and be careful not to back your SUV into them.  The trees 
will need watering as soon as they come out of dormancy 
and start to bud. 

We have an easy way to keep our adopted trees watered: 
the GATOR BAG. These bags will be delivered by the city 
to the adopted trees in April.  Once they are zipped up and 
fastened around the helpless little tree, immediately fill 

Adopt A Tree Plantings Begin!
If you are the lucky “parent” of a newly purchased sap-

ling, chances are it has been planted already. If it is not there 
yet, it most likely is on its way. 

A few things to note--All of the trees being planted are 
currently dormant and are not in need of  any sustenance 
until you begin to see tiny buds appearing on its branches. 
None of the trees will receive their Gator Bags (water bags) 
until April, when they come out of dormancy and start to get 
their “legs.”

You will receive a door hanger when the Gator Bags are 
delivered, describing the care and feeding of your new tree. 
Please take the time to read through this and take note of the 
following most  common mistakes:

Overwatering – Your new tree will need to be watered 
only once a week. Please only fill the Gator Bag up one 
time. Everyday watering will result in drowning the tree, 
which has happened in the past.

Under watering -  When the temperature begins to rise in 
the hot summer months, your tree will require more than a 
once a week watering. If the tree is in a spot that gets direct 
sun 80% or more a day, it may need additional watering, 
possibly more than twice. How to tell if your tree is stressed? 
Check the dirt surrounding the base of the tree and if it is 
dry, watering is needed. Also, if the top of the tree begins to 
show signs of withered leaves, then water is not making it to 
the top of the tree and it needs more water.

Pesticides - If the tree well your tree is in has weeds, 
please know that using RoundUp, or any other pesticide to 
kill the weeds can kill the tree as well. Weeds can rob the 
tree of needed moisture, so it is best to plant liriope or other 
plantings around the border of the tree well ONLY. Do not 
allow the entire tree well to have plantings in it. All plants 
need moisture and you don’t want to have your sapling 
competing for water with other plants.    

Destruction of the sapling - If your tree somehow sus-
tains any damage, either forced or accidental, please email  
the City Arborist at luke.mcCall@richmondgov.com and re-
port it immediately. Most likely the tree can be saved. If you 
see a tree that has been damaged, even if it is not your tree, 
please report it. Several instances of tree destruction were 
reported last spring and we hope this will not be repeated.

Thank you to all the FDA members that purchased trees 
this year. Because of your help, we have added 53 more 
trees to our urban forest. continued on page 7, column 1
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Care For Your Trees! continued SAVE THE DATE – APRIL 14, 2012
them with water. 

NOW, filling a Gator bag with water does not mean 
putting a hose in the middle of the encircled bag and let-
ting if run for a minute or so.  That does no good.  There is 
a little slot at the top of each bag in which you insert your 
hose (see photo). Let the water run until the bag swells up 
like a fat donut. Each Gator bag has tiny holes in the bottom 
through which the water will slowly seep, quenching your 
young sapling’s thirst for about a week. When it gets really 
hot, you may have to fill the bag twice a week. 

Should you not have a hose that will reach to the street, 
use a plastic watering can. Remove the showerhead and 
insert the spout into the little slot. It may take a half-dozen 
cans or more to fill the gator bag but this is excellent exer-
cise, much more effective and rewarding than jogging. And 
remember, you are ensuring the life to an entity who can be 
our friend for hundred years. 

Obviously, if we have a wet spring and summer, you may 
not need to fill the Gator bag regularly. Just test the ground 
around the tree and see if it’s moist. You may consider 
installing a ground cover such as liriope on the perimeter of 
the treewell, but leave the mulch bed around the base of the 
tree intact. The Gator bag should not have plants under it.   

Please clip this article and fasten it to your refrigerator door. 

Calder Loth

April 2012
	 SUN	 MON	 TUES	 WED	 THURS	 FRI	 SAT

	 1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	 7

	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	 13	 14
	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	 20	 21

	 22	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	 28

	 29	 30	

So that we may all
PAINT THE TOWN GREEN

Friends and neighbors, we have yet another chance to 
show our appreciation, offer our support and improve our 
neighborhood in merely a three to four hour period of time 
one fine spring day.  The Department of Community Engage-
ment at VCU has scheduled Saturday morning, April 14, as 
our next opportunity to work with conscientious and dedi-
cated VCU students who voluntarily choose to assist us, their 
neighbors, in cleaning our mutual neighborhood.

We gather at Monroe Park at 8:00 a.m., for a delicious 
free buffet of coffee and breakfast treats and to meet our 
fantastic VCU-Fan Team of energetic players whose mission 
for the morning is community minded and dedicated service 
as neighbors. 

With at least twenty-five students accompanying us, we 
spread throughout the Fan collecting litter, sharing stories 
and gaining the benefits of exercise and laughter as multiple 
generations compare tales of residential life in the Fan and 
academic life at VCU. The company is wonderful, the goal 
is phenomenal and the free pizza in Meadow Park at 11:30 
tops the day. 

I will admit retrieving litter from our lovely sidewalks is 
not everyone’s high point for a lazy Saturday spring morn-
ing, but I will hold more highly to the principle that we 
are the direct beneficiaries of VCU’s ardent efforts to create 
community, offer relationship, and improve circumstances 
that affect us all. Who among us has not witnessed the 
senseless lack of thoughtlessness, i.e. litter, that accompa-
nies negligence to our lovely neighborhood? Who among us 
has not complained of this unsightly circumstance?

And so...who among us would not welcome the 
opportunity to reverse the direction of environmental 
conscientiousness?  Join neighbors on April 14th for a 
chance to create change, to care for our Fan neighborhood 
so that we make every effort possible to maintain our place 
in line as a beacon community in the City of Richmond.

�Ann Bradshaw 
Environmental Committee
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T he Green Fan 
by Kathleen Toler

’Tis the Season to Donate
Don’t wait until spring to clean your Fan 

house! Winter is the best time for the job since 
cold weather and shorter daylight hours take the 
fun out of being outdoors. As you make more 
room in your tiny Fan closets, consider donating 
your castoffs to one of many nearby non-profit 
thrift stores. 

Donating is a win-win situation; by getting rid 
things you no longer need, you give charities the 
opportunity make money to support community programs. 
People with tight budgets have the chance to buy what they 
need for less than buying new. And you can claim a deduc-
tion on your taxes for the value of your donations. Plus, 
you’ll get the satisfaction of keeping usable items out of 
landfills while reducing the energy and resources needed to 
produce new things. 

Here is an overview of some of the non-profit organiza-
tions in or near the Fan that would love to turn your castoffs 
into cash for their community programs. Please contact the 
organizations directly to confirm their hours and what they 
do and don’t accept. 

The Clothes Rack accepts clothing, shoes, accessories, 
household items, books, magazines, small furniture and 
rugs. Operated by the Junior League of Richmond, profits 
support community programs; more than $2 million has 
been donated in the last 25 years! Drop off your items at 
the back door of their store at 2618 W. Cary St. (They have 
a second store and drop-off location in the Stratford Hills 
Shopping Center.) For more information, call 358-4693 or 
visit www.jlrichmond.org. 

Diversity Thrift now has two thrift stores. The main loca-
tion at 1407 Sherwood Ave. offers room after room of cloth-
ing, housewares, furniture, books, appliances and electron-
ics. DT2, their newest location at 2219 W. Main St., features 
an eclectic selection of their best items. Drop off your items 
at the main location or call their free pick-up service for 
large items only (like furniture). Proceeds operate the Gay 
Community Center of Richmond and support a variety of 

other community groups. For more information, 
call 353-8890 or visit www.diversitythrift.org.

Goodwill operates many thrift stores and 
donation centers nationwide, providing long-term 
employment for people with disabilities and eco-
nomic and social disadvantages. Their Carytown 
store, Second Debut, sells some of their best items 
and also serves as a collection site for donations 
of clothing, shoes, accessories, furniture, books, 

housewares, CDs, DVDs and more. They also refurbish, re-
use or recycle a wide range of computer equipment through 
Reconnect, a recycling program in partnership with Dell, 
Inc. Park in the lot behind Second Debut at 3114 W. Cary St. 
and take your items to the back door. For more information, 
call 254-7623 or visit www.goodwillvirginia.org. 

The Salvation Army Family Store on 2601 Hermitage 
Rd. is one of many stores that support Salvation Army’s 
Adult Rehabilitation Centers. The Salvation Army houses and 
employs men recovering from substance abuse and other 
treatable problems. These men do most of the work involved 
in running the stores with your donations of furniture, cloth-
ing, shoes, accessories, household items, sporting goods, ap-
pliances and computers—and they even offer a free pick-up 
service. For more information, call 359-0269 or visit www.
uss.salvationarmy.org/richmond.

Freecycle.org is different from all of the above because 
it is a national, non-profit network of local websites that 
connect people who want to give things away directly to 
those who need them. Since the primary mission is to keep 
things out of landfills, the focus is more environmental than 
charitable. However, Freecycle.org is of great benefit to 
those who cannot afford to buy new things because every-
thing is free. Go to Freecycle.org to sign up and learn more 
about how it works. Freecycle.org provides an easy way to 
give away items, especially those that most charities do not 
accept, such as appliances, mattresses, cribs and items that 
need repair. As the saying goes, one person’s trash is an-
other’s treasure! 

The Clothes Rack is located at the 
corner of W. Cary and Mulberry 
Streets.
Donations to The Clothes Rack 
generate funds for dozens 
community organizations as well 
as programs run by The Junior 
League of Richmond.

DT2 recently opened on 
2219 W. Main St. between 
Strawberry St. and  
Shields Ave.
Proceeds from DT2 support 
the Gay Community Center 
of Richmond and many other 
community groups.
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The Fan District Association
www.fandistrict.org

emailfda@lists.inthefan.net

Quick Reference Numbers

Animal Control. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    646-5573

Domestic Violence Hotline. . . . . . . . . . . .           643-0888

Free Mulch. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       646-4706

Graffiti Hotline (Officer Ward Kuper)* . . .  646-1940

Party Patrol/Noise Complaints. . . . . . . . . .         549-6962

	 Friday & Saturday Nights, Aug--May

Police (Emergency). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      911

Police (Non-Emergency). . . . . . . . . . . . . .             646-5100

Police (Third Precinct) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              646-1412

Power Outage. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                1-888-667-3000

Recycling Hotline & Bins. . . . . . . . . . . . .            340-0900

Richmond City Information Line. . . . . . . . . . . . .            311

	 Code Enforcement

	 Environmental Enforcement

	 Litter Report

	 Trash and Bulk Pickup

	 Public Utilities 
		  (emergencies after 6pm)* . . . . . .     644-3000

SPCA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           643-6785

Supercan Replacement. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              646-0999

Zoning. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          646-6340

Online for City Services. . . . . . . .       richmondgov.com

*Updated January 2011
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Fan resident Bob Lytle founded 
Silver Hammer Additions in 1998, 
but its roots go back to his time spent 
working as a carpenter specializing 
in old houses in the early 1970s. 
Projects include serving as Lead 
Finish Carpenter on the restoration 
of the Virginia Executive Mansion 
in 2000, during which he appeared 
on Bob Vila’s documentation of that 
project. He continues to provide 
restoration carpentry services to 
the Virginia Center for Architecture 
(The Branch House) on Monument 
Avenue. The business has evolved 
from renovation carpentry to its 
current focus on project management 
and design/build services with 
an emphasis on energy efficiency 
upgrades.

Bob has a natural affinity for 
old houses. He grew up in a house 
in Illinois that was built in 1874. 
Since moving to the Fan District of 
Richmond in 1970, he has renovated two houses of his 
own and has worked on countless others (his current house 
will be on the West Grace Street Candlelight Home Tour on 
February 11th). Rebuilding old things to make them work 
like new and blending old with modern construction in a 
seamless manner is Bob’s passion. He believes solutions that 
conserve energy while preserving historical integrity are the 
ultimate in contemporary renovation. 

Bob specializes in “Home Performance Contracting,” 
which requires looking at a house as a system, rather than a 

Advertiser Profile 
Look for a new article each issue on one of our FanFare advertisers. The advertisers profiled have made significant  

commitments to advertise in FanFare in support of the FDA. Thank you all!

Getting To Know…
Silver Hammer Additions

Bob Lytle of Silver Hammer 

set of isolated components. Emphasis 
is on the interrelationships among the 
envelope, heating, cooling, insulation, 
windows, doors and the rest.  Analysis 
of the system helps homeowners 
to prioritize renovation and energy 
efficiency improvements. The 
outcome is lower monthly operating 
cost.

As air leaks are the main causes 
of energy and moisture transfer in 
older homes, Bob recommends 
performing blower door testing to 
determine where your house is losing 
its energy.  One of the least expensive 
energy improvements to an old house 
is to stop the air leaks revealed by 
testing. For air leaks in windows and 
doors, Bob recommends a weather 
stripping system that preserves their 
architectural integrity. In addition, 
he can make adjustments to doors 
that reverse the ravages of time and 
haphazard past repairs. The result is 

smoother, easier operation and less heat loss.

For a complimentary, no obligation visit to your home 
and general assessment, please contact:

�Bob Lytle 
slvrhmr@gmail.com 
804-353-5030 
http://naricentralva.org/mini/silverhammer/
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Mission Statement
The Fan District is dedicated to the preservation, restora-

tion, and betterment of our urban community.

Fan District Association
President	� Betsy Coffield,  

358-2917, coffieldsupply@aol.com

Vice President	� Charlie Diradour, 239-8180,  
Charlie@lionspawdevelopment.com

Treasurer	�� Colin Kelly 
919-802-4680, CMKTRK@bellsouth.net

Secretary	� Joan Holland, 353-4811,  
SecyFDA11@aol.com 

Board of Directors and Oversight Responsibility:

Ann Bradshaw	� 358-3606, bradshaw1718@comcast.net
Community Grants, Education,  
Environment

Sam Cramer	� 447-2961, cramesm@comcast.net
Membership

George Hostetler	� 614-6869, gdhostetler@gmail.com
Website

Colin Kelly	� (919)802-4680,  
colin.m.kelly@Dom.com 
Parks

Tom Lisk	� 804-788-7750,  
tlisk@eckertseamans.com
Parking

Calder Loth	� 358-9052, cloth@verizon.net
Environment, Lighting

Bill Montgomery	� (703) 626-5972,  
bill@montgomeryfields.com 
Programs

Roger Whitfield	� 358-7391, sanrogwhit@aol.com
Safety

FanFare is published six times a year by the Fan 
District Association (FDA) for the benefit of Fan residents 
and businesses.

FanFare is mailed directly to all FDA members. For  
non-FDA members it is available for download from our 
web site at www.fandistrict.org and at six central drop 
sites in the Fan.

Editor: Tucker Greer, fanfare@fandistrict.org
Advertising: Marie McGranahan-Turner,  

advertising@fandistrict.org or  804-517-9702
Photographer: Ashleigh Pederson

Publication Schedule
Issue	 Distribution	 Issue	 Distribution
Dec/Jan	 Nov 25	 June/July	 May 25
Feb/Mar	 Jan 25	 Aug/Sept	 July 25
Apr/May	 Mar 25	 Oct/Nov	 Sept 25

Editorial Policy
We welcome your submittals about upcoming events 

and items of interest to those in the Fan. Submittals are best 
forwarded in soft copy to fanfare@fandistrict.org. You may also 
mail items to FDA, Attn: FanFare Editor, 208 N. Strawberry 
Street, Richmond, VA 23220. Be sure to note your name and 
contact information. We reserve the right to edit or to not 
publish any submittal.

Article Submittal Deadlines
Please submit all articles or event notices by the 7th day 

of the distribution month at the latest.

Advertising Policy
We offer single issue, semi-annual and annual contract 

options and frequency discounts. We accept camera ready 
and digital artwork. Artwork should be supplied in black/white 
(no color) and digital artwork should be in one of the follow-
ing formats: PDF, JPEG, TIFF or EPS for Macintosh or Windows 
environment. All fonts should be in either outline form, embed-
ded or rasterized. Further, ads should be sized in the exact 
dimensions. FanFare does not develop ads for its advertisers but 
we will refer you to local design resources. Please contact our 
advertising manager for deadlines and pricing.

FDA Board Meetings for 2012

All board meetings start at 7 PM and 
are held in the FDA Building at 208 N. 
Strawberry Street. Please contact the 
president at 358.2917 or fda-pres@
fandistrict.org to schedule a presentation. 
Requests must be received one week 
prior to the meeting.

• January 30 (Monday) 
• March 5 (Monday)

FDA Membership
TO JOIN:  Membership is open to any individual who lives, owns property 

or operates a business in the Fan District. Annual dues are $20 per person or 
$25 per household (two voting adults) and $20 for Friends of the Fan (afforded 
all privileges except the right to vote and hold office). Dues help support 
programs throughout the Fan. You can print out a membership form at www.
fandistrict.org/members/join and then mail the completed form with the appro-
priate fee (check, please) to FDA, Attn: Membership, 208 N. Strawberry Street, 
Richmond, VA 23220.

To receive FDA emails: You must register your email.  
It is an op-in / op-out service.  You will NOT receive emails 
automatically by joining the FDA.  Sign up at:  
http://lists.inthefan.net/listinfo.cgi/emailfda-inthefan.net.
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Find Us on Facebook
The FDA has a new Facebook page that can be located 

at www.Facebook.com/fandistrict

Special Notes

FanFare wishes to thank the 
following individuals for their 
contributions to this issue:

Jim Klaus

Colin Kelly

Roger Whitfield

Sterling Severns

Kay Zambrana

Sam Cramer

Ann Bradshaw

Calder Loth

Kathleen Toler 

and Barbara Hartung

Thank you 


